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Sir: — Am will be triev* 

item in the da "I 1- 

that Tamilnadu Government on< 

f r R« IS lakhs Ibr th* renew 

of temple . as consi i fin 

den cln i for Sw 
irnalui ic i 

Ke been 

jerid»rcil homeless nn account of eye' 
slorra and floods in various parts of tliis 
state Government is inviting clonal 
thes from the public for 
The Lofal 
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Sir: f'l ■•• has*rdcrer 

spirit healing 

Weekly of India dated 19-12 -76. I! 

! tli . i l one t i< 
l.ciiLdC Rjnukj.n. Kcni 

koi ffl II- 
etc. 1 challenge Dr. Ramakant Kern to 
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KUMBH MELA SECULARISM 



We are all familiar with the spec- 
ie of politicians changing parties 
and shifting loyalties. For the sake of 
political expediency, even dictionary 
definitions are sought to be changed 

now. 

The latest amendment of the pre- 
amble to our Constitution has used 
the word 'secular*, we presume, to 
mean what it ordinarily conveys. If 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi wished to dispense 
religious equality and wanted ail reli- 
gious to nourish in their pristine purity, 
she need not have amended the pream- 
ble. India was no: a religious State 
and there was no state religion even 
to the ndmeoJ. 

"Secular" in the context of a State 

only mean 'concerned with the 

affairs or this world, not sacred, not 

monastic, but temporal*. (In other 



contexts it coulc also mean "sceptical 
of religious truth or opposed to reli- 
gious education", whence the words 
'secularist and secularize' are derived). 

By describing India as a 'secular* 
state explicitly, it is now inore em pi a- 
tically stated that religion will not be 
ill owed to enter politics or the aenvi- 
tt&f of the State. The state cannot be 
'Hindu Raj* for some period nor a 
'Muslim Sultanate* for another inter- 
rugnum. The demarcation between 
religion and State is to be clear and 
unambiguous. Equally political func- 
tionaries should not use a religious 
platform to increase their influence. 

It has come as a rude shock that 
Mrs. Gandhi should have chosen to go 
to Kumbh Mela and expatiate on how 
Secularism would not go beyonc reli- 
gious: equality. .Every time a high 
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government functionary attends a reli- 
gious t unction or a temple, such a 
fund ion or place receives dispropor- 
tionate publicity and respectability- 
Smaller leaders emulate their leader, 
while masses follow leaders. %TUis is 
exploited to foist religious education, 
superstition and caste prejudices. 

Mrs. Gandhi is no religious bigot 



not a b e . , e ve r in c a sic. But her utte r 
ances will be misused and exploited. 
She will have to strain more to undo 
the effects of such talk, bhe said that 
secularism did not mean what the 
dictionary said. But we like to believe 
that she did not mean what she in fact 
! md* 

D 



The FREETHOUGrlT (formerlv "indjaN rations founded 

by S. Ramanathan) is the journal of the Tndian Rationalist Association, 
published monthly* Its purpose is to promote Scientific and Rational thin 
kins among the people. The editor invites articles in general asreement 
with the objectives of the association. Articles should be tvped double spaced 
on one side and sent in duplicate. The publication of articles may at times 
take sometime. Hence contributors are requested <noi to send copies of 
same to other journals for publication. 



AN ANNOUNCEMENT 

We are glad to inform our Members and prospective Members 
that in deference to the wishes of many members, t lias now been 
decided to send to those interested either "CHARWAKA'. (Tel 
Rationalist Monthly) or "YUKTHIVADI" (Malayalam Rationalist 
monthly) in lieu of * FREETHOL'GHT*. Members desirous of opting 
for these journals may advise us of their choice. While we have 
already finalized the arrangement with these two journals, we are 
endeavouring to supply journals in other Indian languages. Be on 
the look out for our future Announcements. 

General Secretary. 
l.R.A, 
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Sai Baba 

Controversy, 

A Testing Time for 
Intellectuals 



a 




Ry V. T. Rajsrbkar Shmty 



The country is now rhappily in Ene midst 
cf a national debate over the " Satya Sai 

Baba issic " and this is the firrt time in the 

histo dependent India that a rationalist 

battk Dome to be waged on such a 

scale and that too against the mistiest, the 
richest and the most famous of all the god men 
wielding the highed influence-political, 
social anc what not. 

Thanks to Dr, Abraham Kovoor and the 
n Rationalist Association that sponsored 

"Divine Miracle Exposure Campaign", 
the Sai Baba issue was raised for the first 
time inii a national debate. The rationalist 
movement got a shot in toe arm when th c 
Bangalore University set up a BCiiQl 
committee which exposed one off Sai Baba's 
satellites, namely the * ash boy' Sai Krishna 
of Pandavapura. Subsequently, when Dr, 
Nartsimhiah, Vice-Chancellor of Bangalore 

ircrsity, ft distinguished nuclear physicist 
heading the University S Committee investiga- 
ting " miracles and verifiable luperstittons" 
released the three letters written by him to 
thc Sai Baba after (he atter failed to answer 
anv of them, the whole " divine miracle 



m 



sure campaign" became a ml 
uial debate. Almost every paper and 
journal M with rjewsEnd pictures. 

It is in this context that, a* a rationalist, 
I would like to analyse ihfl rale of rhe 
following three sectors namely (i) scientists 
and intellectuals, (2) left political parties and 

the Press anil journalists. 

I an selecting only three sections because 
each had a big and crucial role to nlay in :he 
current controversy vitally ail-, tiny the 
biggest ever rationalist battle. Because it is 
on Lhc iu t failure of this battle depends 

country's scientific and technological march. 
Let it be remembered thai the "Sai Baba 
controversy" docs uot concern any indivi 
but our very system-our value system, our 
philosophy, our very way of life. And hence 
the importance of the three 'sectors which jam 
Ice »r mar the onward march of thc 
nation. 

SOENTIS S AND INTELLECTUALS ? 

Among the intellectual I give the highest 
importance to scientists, because, thc task of 
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5cien:'fluifly examining mir 

nous jnd its implications on the v 

ntialiy that E It has been time 

and again said in the country that Indii has 
the third largest scientific comartuity in the 
world bul our scientific progress is some 
to be ashamed of Top scientists like Dr. 
H, N. Sethaa, Dr. Raja Ramanna, Dr. 
Dhavan and many others have diagi u 
this disease saying that the defect of 

India's science education Bailed 

to promote d scientific k. Progress of 

a nation no doubt depend* on its scientific 
and techaoi' iJvaricen'cnt. But r 

impo"tant t ience and 

revolution is the develttpmenr of scientific 
thinking. Inaugurating the 9th Marathi 
Congress near Poona <?n December 
29, 1974, Dr. Sethna said «' protiu 
scientific cuhure did net consist only in 

teaching physics, chemistry ^Vhat 

is more important is the spread of a scienlifk 
d thinking in the country 1 *. This, he 
regretted, had not been stressed nor its 
importance w del? propagated and 
M.Lcp'.ed. 

Mr, P, N, H&ksar. Deputy Ch.iiriv.irj of 

the planning commission and a I 
of the CSIR, in a speech n Bangalore on 
l •>"":". lashed out ^t the country's 
scientific community and Mid it tailed to 
bring about . hange becaise it did not 

denounce the "outmoded Indian ' 

syslftn thai Stood .lessneKsartd chnrigc- 

Icisriess** and also failed to inculcate a 
a scientific tcnpei in the society. 

Jawaharlal Nehru was one of the 
in India to urge the scientists to help promote 
a scientific tr-mper in (he country, .v. 
the 7th annual session of the N 
Academy of Sciences at Allahabad 

sa March 5, 193 d : Most t>F us, 

even when we talk glibly of sciciv ay it 

in our thought and action. Even scieni 



learned in thcr particular subjects, often 
forget to apply the scientific method outside 
that charmed sphere. And yet it is the 
scientific method alone that offers hope to 

ikiiid," he said asking the scientist 
fight methods opposed to sou 

But I . note that even when 

the " S. n Baha issue" lurned into a nat: 
debate, not on of all India 

fame cume out with a statement to sw„ 

this scientific invest;,. ing that ait) 

support to such a cause might affect their 
able way of life. 

However, some dozen toy intellectuals 

of West Bengal lil Sunui Kumar 

Chalterjee and others semi a telegram to 
Dr. Narasimhiah congratulating the univer- 
sity's efforts. This is the only silver lining in 
the murky horizon of Indian Intellectuals, 

In addition to this solitary move from 
West Bengal and some such isolated cases. 
lately tberc lias been some move to constitute 
atthfrfiai : mini tr.ee of scientists 

led fcy Mr. Raksar. The Vice Chancellor 
:y. Dr. S. N. Sen 

code ...-> be forming a Committee of 

Vice-chancellors for the same purpose, 
st u d en ts a t N y sore I J n i rersity and Ba >^ g i lot c 
ire also making a signature diisc 

That is all. 

Just because our country's scientists and 

s not m 
that all of them are unsympathetic to 
scientific investigation arid fa i linking. 

Not at all. The problem with then h 

dare net speak ncurring 

t'le wrad vho have a 

I i angle-sold on the life of each and every 

of them, This is the secret. The con 

lined '..>.a iii bean intci ectual wasteland 

with some glow-worms here and there. 

It i ntists who should have seized 

golden opportunity thrown up by this 



34 



FREET NOUGHT 



-ever naiionl debate to expose the miracle- 
monger ing wfiicli bristles with s« inoer^ 

to (he promotion of a scieniific ouilook in 
the country I appeal to the is to 

even .me ouL with their 

iii> than never If this opportunity is lost, 
1 1. may be \- 

LEFT POLITICAL PARTIES : 

i* surprised me most ia I 

silence of even I aiaj> political parses 

like the CPI and the CPM that boast of 

: -al pru and revolutionary 

fervour. Even wl en it vas made r>. 
Dr. Narasimhiah that the issue of miracles 

io do with 

i r religion, thej ttlee up 

. at least io tie interest of educating 

their part} workers. This is because the 

Marxiel-or ented panics in India arc under 

neoua impression that social issues 

not their coacero. The moment the 

.he coihiuv ia solved, Hi rough 

struggle, all other problems including 

ems will be automatically solved. 

This has been their hist, ri^ stand and i: is 

because of this strange philosophy that they 

h a ve fail ttract into their fold lower 

-ularlv the untouchables and 
tribais, the worst - victims of taste oppression. 
As long a left parties ignore the nc 

evils, i icy will never be able to make any 
dcut on il.e Indian scene. And they will 
remain a \ g t wound 

but afraid to hart. The stoic of these 

parties on this raging national debate 

ed them in their- true colour a Except 
■ Prof, rTiren Mukherjee of CPI 
raise the issue in Parliament no 
other political Icadci vfthc Left parries has 
.1 with any statement although t rev- 
could have done a let by demanding the 
sramem tu constitute a committee to 
probe oiigeriog. This ia the Pate of 

esin In 



(3) ROLF OF THE PRFSS: 

It must be .the credit of Trdtan 

a that for the first time a majority of them 

have taken • stand on the current 

national debate on n mongering. But 

operation extended by the p 
the subject would have not reached such a 
proportion. Thanks to trie Press, the 

ed in almost 
every educated h j in India today- 

In this connection I Itawe l& pay tributes 

t° t?i jlarly the 

" Times of India," which even came out 
an editorial denouncing miracle- moogefirig, 
"F.xe#p1 in the poets* imagination and the 
is, miracles do not exist.*' the 
editor ii (juiv :i. ;>r adding: "tl 

the harih fact uf life which many of us refuse 

to accept. There never v. There 

never will be one/* it sail congratulating the 
Bangalore University's efforts to expose thta 
Ll tragic fraud." 

By and large, journalists in India 
shown commendable courage and proved they 
arfl '•'■ 'king lot. But, unfortunately, 

they suffered trom an in-built handicap. 
Their contribution to this national debate 
would hi i much greater had they not 

been gagged by the tycoons who own the 
press. Since quite a aumber of these press 
baroi- wn to be a part of the Big F, 

Ihej naturally represent that cream of 
i he country's vested interests effectively 
S h ie d ed by | i-, e fa T n spi te of tb is, 

the Karnataka Union of Wording journalists 
passed a resolution supporting the Bangalore 
lTfp " S B, Ko pc, the 

then President of the Indian Federati »n of 
Working Journalists, too ha ,ed the 

bluffs in his wed arity ". 

i the entire lot of 
the country possess a cent per 
CCDl 4. Since a major it; 
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i, the ttppei 
they sire not prepared !•■ tiaclc 

the value system. They are ;i>. much IQI 

led in the caste status quo as the press b iron 
in the class status quo. Unless this unholy 
alliance of cla*s and caste interests in [he 

i Tree pr. 

l-rnm the above Wrvey-, we j 
bra«<j Le rule played by the three 

key sectors, (h scientists and intellectuals 
[2) i us and polit. cat parties and 

[3J ibe the journalists. How w 

is ,thc coudtiy*s fabric js pruned from llie 
iurvey of these rhrer rlarly the 

scientist. It is to be noted that all these 
:hree sectors comprise only the educated 



the cream of the country's lociet Particu- 

larly the k the 

rta are the very eyes, cars and heart 
of the country and if Ih state of this 

vital pari of the body what will be the 
Ith of the con 

If the j into a 

1" ' prosper* 

healthy nation, we need a virile press* 

i d, alert intellectuals and scien- 
tists with a s- temper and a Left parry 
with a firm commitment for social 
Then only thes; three key sectors can become 
train u h a rage. Bui I see not 
a glimmer of hope, : i n the 
foreseeable future. 



E.V.K. SAMPATH PASSES AWAY 

It in with deep regret that we announce the sudden and 
sad demise of Mr. E.V.K. Sam path , a veteran rations lis! 
leader and V co oresident ofT. N.C.C. Mr.Sampath, a nephew 
i close cr* n fid art J e of the great Periyai E. V. Ramaswamy. 
parted ways with D M.K. to make an impact on the national 
scene through the Congress. His attempts to nteres. Com 

he Rationalist movement did not succeed, thanks to the 
conservative leadership of the party in Tamilnadu. For his 

he was always enthusiastic in taking part in ration 
meetings and pr mes He inspired and encouraged 

rationalists. His unitmsly demise is a great loss to rational! 

more so For rationalists in Tamilnadu. The only fitting 
tage we can pay to this leader is to make his dream 
of an All India Rationalist Movement come true. 

He is survived by his wife, four sons and two daughters. 
i.R A. and FREETHOUGHT convey their deep condolences 

to r lie bereaved fani I 



36 



FREETHOUGHT 



SICKLY SAI 



U, R. KAMATH, Hubli 



Oh 28th October, Itfii Sal Rata addressed 
leetiog sponsored by the K. M t doctors 

in Hubli on the ground in front of the 
college at 5 p.m, The Principal 3f Dh 
Janata College, Prof, Dharwadkar (a dose 
d of Prof. Ookak) introduced the Sai 
Uaha as "Paramjtraa h a$ befor 

and we have become Dhanya**, After this 
meeting, he was driven to Davanpere, 
delivering his sermons there the next naming 
al B a.ju end then at Rrmebenaur, at 
iQa.m and ?t Hatred at 1] 30 a.m. But 
this "Pa racle) Parnmatma" develi 

i temperatare and convubiom at Davan- 
afier 9 pm. and had to he rushed 
back to the University C:imus, DhafWaTi 
the I |hf for treat n-ent, where he »as 

the guest of the then Vice-chancellor. The 
ile in Davangere could know ,if the 
meeting in the morning by a notice b 
kept on ihe dais. But nobody cared to 
intimate this to the sponsors at Rfinehennur 
and Haven where peop! S c ve*al 

thousands had to wait for hours after the 
scheduled time in he hoi sun in h 
these places till | enors got the news 

Pa ran at rna', by 
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telephoning to Davangere, This news of 

his sickness an pent cancellation of 

tae meeting?, appeared in the "Samyukta 

Karnatak" tie next day, 

The vcr hi by his staunch devotees 

was that he, some times pet* the sickness 

is "Bhattas** transferred on him 
hut denies that he becomes sick 

very often. H L y\ is it one. who could cure 
another's sickness by his miracles, could 
n M cure himself especially when he had 
made thousands wa 

Another instance was when he was 
taken i u Panjim-Goa. some years back 

the then Governor shrf Nakuf Sen 
but this man became seriously mek the uiuM 

'His to the dav of his sermon. The 
wrnment doctors had to struggle for a 
ft' If dav to enable him to sit on an easy 
efcair next evening, rtniv to raise his hand 
in "hlees" those wha had come for 'Danhaii 
but with,. sermons. 

The recent instance of the *ame tvo* 
took place in Match, 1975 when a hie nandal 
was erected Tor his sermons in Dharwar, 
but l <e man could do no Pawada 

for h * own sickneB*. and remained absent 
when crowd had assembled at the 

scheduled time (5 D.m.V Bui the indents 
who became convinced of his bogus claims 
came in large numbers the next day evening 
and showered a rain of egg* and tnmatoes 
on him calling him names. It was a hell 
of a task for sp rescue him into 

the car, which was driven away at great 
speed The "Sanyukta Karnataka" inserted 
a news item the next iay that his programme 
M'pec because of the 'rowd wn' 
of i the student! 






ONLY DEAD 

BIOGRAPHY TO 

DEATHLESS 
GODS? 



JAGANADHAN, Ba- 



Js and sane E mcM m 

Ttx fid technological 

creativ* 

genius. Bui creation of 

the "all-po, j he not at 

mcrea$e his far. 

How about the generations of 
Did they 

about i! ,>hort? 

When man has begun to explore 

conquer the seas, 

com l impending 

danger'.' What h he , j 5 

he - to inn hat the saline 
i is nil mi 



said to be eternal and hence 

red to be living eveu now. He is 
a J so supposed to be omnipotent ]f It 
still it we do not hear about 

hundreds ol 

i mes. something like the 
miracle* m pmanas should have happened 
if he had any p y has it rem i 

dead, since huodj ■: years? The "Sasti 
and "Puranas" Bra the only source of 
knowledge regarding god e epi;s were 

the products of imagination cf godmen who 
ware interested in exploiting iL . [CS „ 

^■injg. the working c 

Or the other hand, recent human hi- 
'-• ful iievements liu 

nan have given all the c to 

humanity. Even inanimate objects Ike 



In up cudgel* ag 
rati'- It naa> need i 

10 .1 :ihil:ite ti j a j t 

riiied of the 
bill, eagle aod s are marvelling 

b», cars, uaiiie, aircraft! 
and satellites? Either ihey shoulJ he waj 
for man to de 

II to copy them or I (mid be 

heartless is to cons harass 

poor animals': 

They loot like savages before 
refined raan. Will we he able to teach 
them 

!hitt «ie tld not learn these new 

branches? r see < for the aversion 

of I heir earthly god-men 

II' you a«k me per , a nj day I 

loose to be a man rather tba; 

s god in an outmoded environment 
with 
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Bhagavantham's 
Disclaimer 



Dr A. T. KOVOOR 



In "An Fxpkinnrinrf hy Dr S Rhi.'i 
vaniham (1976 s November 28) he disclaims 
the authorship of the story about Sai Baba 
materialising a Seiko watch and presenting 
the proprietor of the Seiko WuU.li 
mnanf ■ -1 iring company of Japan. 

Dr, Bhagavantham writes thai v-hal I 
have written in my article ( I 916. September 12) 
"fantastically untrue story"*. He conti- 
nues 'The first time I heard a be tit a Seiko 
watch manufacturer visiting Put in parti is 
through such coo led- up rcpoii. ,.„ I a 
some years ago a friend from Kerala sent 
me what fcc called an English '.ramlaticm 
of an article that appeared in Malayalam 
in one of the local papers joniaininc fell 

several miracles said to ! 
been performed by Baba, and asked n 
I had written that. I promptly replied that 
Malayalam is not my mother tongue, I 
write in thai language, and I 
could not have written anything avail rami 



(ricked prosper, lob 21 : 7. I 
13 

d>d all thiujH me pussib 

6 He "could not drive out 
of the valley, because they r 
f iron" Jud l 3 9 

| is no respect of persons ^ 
uti. 2 : 11. He authorises; sell 
o aliens. Deut. 14:21 

-making forbidden. Ex. 20 

lid Janv | over justificati 

i. 2:38) A man is justified 
nut the deeds of the tew" Jai 
t works a man is justified. 



liki? tt in either English or any other 
language". 

As I am the person responsible for 
exposing this hoax by conducting thoro.igh 
investigations I wish to ask a fe*v open 
questions to Bhagavatitham. Siaee ha has 
not replied any of my previous letters on 
this matter, 1 request him to reply the 
following questions through this paper for 
the bene it ~ of thir leaders too : 

1. Why did you not disclaim the author- 
ship of ihis "Tartastically untrue itoi 
through the "Mai aval a Nadu" weekly, 
the journal in Kerala 'several v*. 
ago"? 

2, Why did you not take I on 

inst " MaJayala Nadu" and its 
editor for defamation for publishing 

this " fan.. . untrue story " in 

your name ? 
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road in' ai) article in the 
*" rf "" -*■■—*' « — < ast September 
[he same Seiko 
"he first edition 

, Sivin, Sun 
!.ir of Putta- 



BIOGRAPHY 

DEATHLESS 
SODS? 



eted from the 

: book? 

authorship of 
.lories of Sai 
ave written on 



AGANADH\N, Baroda then, can 

-uth aboul 



7. If Sai Baba is an omnipotent and 
omniscient "god" as you say, why 

It he afraid of meeting me w'aen 

tit to meet him by appointment ? 
I met The editor of tie " Malaya la 

Nadu ' weekly. Mr S. K. Nair, at Q niton 

on December Mf, id hire about Bhaga- 

ham's disc aimer \\-.. told me L.ur. he is 
prepared to produce the original of Bhaga- 
vantban'i article in F with bis signature 

:ii the appropriate time. As I am keen on 
exposing the false nature of hia disclamcr 



1 invite him lo sue me and the editor of the 
"Ms :u" weekly for defamation. 

famnoxs fully convinced that, like this 
&kt story, all the other so-called 

aclc storks of Sai Baba written bj his 
.isandists Ka.iuri, igavanth 

Goka<, Karat) ji are nitre cock- 

and- bull stories cocked-up and published 
wth the n exploiting tie gullibles, 

These propagandists tap that Sai Baba, being 
an incarnation of god, can materialise any- 
divine powers, It was for tc 

their claims thai I went to meet Sai Baba at 
Whitefield li b, In my letter to 

Baba written uu 25th Ktrvembci lust year 
I in for tried I visiting him 

»sl whethei he could materialise an exact 
replica ot a currency note of Sri Lanka shown 
him. Bat, fearing taat their hoax would 
exposed, Baba's propagarda agents at White- 
field prevented me from meeting ;heir 

If they sincerely believed that Sai B 
ao " uiu iii potent and omniscient god " 
they would have been only glad to make 
of my visit to convince a sceptic like me 
about the divide power of their god, and thus 
silence all their en: These sure 

schemers knew the danger of my meeting their 
gcd-a god who should be protected t 
Dr. Nar^simhaiah and Dr. Kovoer !! 
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CAN WE 
BELIEVE 
THE 
BIBLE ? 



'Thous shalt not steal" Ex. 20 : 15. "Ye 
shall spoil the Egyptians* hx, 3:22. 



CONTRADICTIONS 

Sattn provoke* David to number Israel, 
Chren. 21:1. 

God moves him to numbjr them- 
2 Sam. 24 : 1. 

ft both Recounts arc true, God and 
Satan are the same person. The Biblt God 
punishes neither Satan nor David, but s 
7Q,0CO Israelites for being counted - at his. 
instigation, according to one version 
David justly remonstrates with his deky 

(2 Sam 24 : 17) : "Lo, I have sinned but 

tbese 5J3 hat have they done?** 



The vjeked prosper, 

so, Ec. 8:13 



Job 21 



Not 



"With God all things are possible" 

Matt. 19:26 He 'could not drive out the 
inhabitants of the valley, became they had 
t" Jud, 1 : 19. 

"There is no respect of persons with 
God". Rom. 2:11. He authorizes selling 
diseased meat to aliens, Deut. 14:21 

Image-making forbiJdcn. Ex. 20:4 
unauded. 25 

Paul and James clash over justification. 

(Horn 2:18) "A man is justified by 
without the deeds of the law** James 

2 : 24) "By works a man is justified, and 

not by faith only". 

Martin Luther (Table Talk) : "He that 

el requires works for salvation, 

I say flat and plain he is a liar. If men 

believe enough in Christ they can 

nil adultery and murder a thousand 

by works. Christians, whom do \ou follow, 

Paul and Luther or James? 

The Bible contains 2,000 contradictions. 
[More on this in the coming issues — Editor] 



HOW COMES EVIL? 

Either God wants to abolish evil, and cannot ; 

Or he can, but does not want to ; 

Or he can no I, and does not want to. 

If he wants 10, but cannot, be is impotent. 

If he can, but ot want to, he is wicked, 

If he neither can noi s to, he is both powerless and wicked. 

But if God can both abolish evil, and wants to, 
then how comes evil into the world ? 

— (Epicurus) 



FEBRUARY 1977 



41 



Dr. Kovoor Answers . . 



1 '» : Kunduliri Yoga r >y tbcir touch of Mcolandhar Chafer* rai se 

Kundiitiiii Shakli and take to Agna Chakra (eyebrows cei and 

ncn to Sahamira Chakra (top of ne head]. The same can fce done 
by Hypnotist also If this can be done hy Hypnotist then i, ,.nbe 
proved that Yoga is false. Kindly explain. 

M, SKA *\Ci\IAH, West Godavari, A P. 

■vnswei : Kundalini Sakfi the so-called Serpent Power— is only a fantasiie idea 
created by the dc'udcd mind of a psychopath, Nowhere in the bun 
body there sue the serpent ftundklini, Agna Chakra, Sahaarara Chakra 
etc., as mertioned by exponent of Kundalini yoga. N 
acquire the fantastic powers attributed to Kundalini Yoga, That is 
any 1 have till* red one lakh rupees to anyone who can demonstrate 
h power 

2, Question : Sai Baba is a multimillionaire cheat with the backing of those canning 
contractors of Sanation Hindu Dharm, hired sciential fled 

v-.te liuntL-is, politic*! k i.iers and ministers, tj n you get him 

into a trap on yonr mere one laic 

-! PI-'AI3H\N. Slid 

An Sai Babas reluctance to face tallrage is nm becattw he hac 

enough and more money than 1 have offered, but be cans* of his 
his hoax being exposed, 



3. Question 



Answer; 



When you *,]iui die holes of y our e Ni your thumb lingers, you 

hear sound*, like continuous jingling musical souad of a big temple 
bell. What is t 

WOHANSINGH PRAPHAY Sikkjm 

The sound you hear when both ears are closed ia neither musical 
that of a temple bell. ft is just a hum created by sound vibrations 

reaching the temporal bones. 
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EXORCISMS 



than formerly, and have forced the hierarchy 
to condone more primitive practices and 
beliefs. 



It is significant that the present arch* 
bishops of Canterbury and York are far 
mom evangelical than their immediate 

predecessors. 



The orthodox Christian churches which 

following is an extract from ^^ ^ Qf from spiriUialism and christirm 

Presidential A Barbara Smoker 

at the Annual General Meeting of the 



National Sec a I >n Edj 



Science during iheir Victorian heyday, have 
now started jumping on to the present 
bandwagon. A church of England clergyman, 
the Revrrenrl Trever fleams*, who recently 
publiihe ' >k on demonic possession 

and exorcism, combines What he calls 'the 
two ministries* of exorcism, :md faith-healinig. 



"We have seen in recenl times j sin 
upsurge in occultism, covering a wide ranee 
of superstitious beliefs and practices, some 
of which are lar more dangerous than Che 
general run of orthodox reli.uion-st least. 
s nee it gave up burning heretics and tem- 

1 children with lurid dies of 

hell. 

miinstream Christian churches, 
having played down and Hell since 

turn of the century, have destroyed 
taeii rabon d' eftre a ad. have seen their 
congregations meli away, while the funda- 

nahsi and chatmi atic wing uf il l- 
Protestant churjhes retained its aold on 

e people. Being row proportionately 
the est wing of Protestantism, the 

evangelicals haw become more infiuentia 



He was eager to ileminstrate both in 
a Hirmiighfcm television studio last month 
] was invited to appear nm the programme 
with hirn, as token opposition, and I found 
his pcrfbrnunee, at a distance of three or 
en more sickening than I had 
expected. 

In the hospitality room before the 
programniB began* 1 listened to his female 
disciples ctutterine about him like lovesick 
rchootgirls. In the studio. I was amused 
e *;hat the camera crew had marked 
•he floor not only with Mr. Hearing's 
stand in e position but also with the spot 
on which the exorcises, in a re-enactment. 
was to writhe and the candidates for faith_ 
healing, in actuality were to swoon. 

Mr Deirinu has lite advantage of good 
looks, which he enhances with eye-catching 
clothes and 3 carefully casual haii-stylc. 
But asel is his long, sexy 

fingers. While he presses the forehead of 
a client with 'he riniasr* of one hand and 



FtB^JAKY 



r- 



the back of her nedt: with er hand, 

congregation, wfcl] represented in the 

audience sing, to une, 'He 

L^LK'hed me, he touched rnc!' No doubt, 
: ted, they would ins si thai ''He' i* 
leans fcul (he sexual connotation co 
hardly be more explicit. Peopl >u Bering 
from ncuross ofi<.*ri fall an easy prev i 
*jjch 4-vploitati . 

entf) 61 niHuy de. _jy nuTi of v:n 
denominations, into the demon busincs, hs ,. 

piver .Sic imr Q belief in 

demonic possession, and is the chief cause 
of recent tragedies, the meat publicised of 
which have been two horrific murders 
There w>s tie wuiuer of Christine Tkylcr 
hy her husband after he had been AuhjACted 
to a night of rAmd»bending medieval ri 

ded ovet by C of F Methods 
More recently there was the murder 
eight-year-old Sam in! i i.i Rend by her father 
while her mother and 

looked on. beca sy -believed -ihe 

possessed by a devil that threatened the 
salvation of mankind as the end of the 
world drew near. 



Not only the clergymen who have 
taken up demonology professionally, but 
also the churches as a whole must gc 

urge pari of the responsibility for these 

appalling events Although 65 leading 

denounced the practice 

ism today, there was only one 

among them, and mc >f r 

bishops merely counselled stricter' rubs for 

carrying | out exorcisms. This imp 

rsemenl by the established church fanned 
the D i mes of popular credulity. 

i: should aot be forgotten that, de 
ihe denials of more - sole-giant* 

beliefs in demonic pos&tsion is crucial to 
the Christian faith, The one justification 
for Christianity is its fight against the 
writes of Satan and his wicked angels, frcm 
A'hosc power : *nult 'imt«f be redeem** 1 

Sam and faith in order to gain eternal 

Th« demonologiats arc really the consis- 
tent, true Christians, So perhaps, after all 
still religion itself, in its most basic 

"ornis. that is the chief enemy of rationa- 

:md »1" humanity. "■ 






GUILTY KRISHNA 

Judge: What do you have to say about the chaise sheet 
framed again si you. 

Accused : Your Honour does not se?m CO have read the Gita, 
1 am only instrumental. I he reai culprit is Krishna 
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MRU SUBRAMANIAM AND 'MURUGA 

According Jo Press reports, Mr. C. Subra- 
;am. Union Minister for Finance is 
understood lo have visited Palani tn receive 
the -ruga" before he inaugu- 

I his election campaign. Alt the tame 
he spaied no efforts to enlist the support 
Of A.I.A.D.M.K.. and C.P.I. Hfore he Tiled 
his nomination. Muruga is the fourth, (though 
non-contesting partner in the electoral 
alliance! 



ELECTION AND RAHUKALAM. 

ording to newspaper reports, no 
candidate in Tamilnadu filed his nomination 
form for the ensuing elections during 

'Rahukalara' which is supposed to be an 
picious period of l\ hours. About 

400 candidates have filed their nomination 
for 40 Parliamentary seats. Let us sec how 
all 400 candidates win the elections and 
cramp into 40 chairs! 



SWEDE BACKS OUT 

Mr. Kjell Lide of Sweden, who under- 
1 k to WALK ON Tiir SURFACE OF 
WATF.R in response to Dr A bra barn 
Kovoor's offer of one lakh rapee*, and 
paid his earnest deposit of 160 dollars, has 
not arrived in Sri Lanka till yesterday ~ the 
last date fixed for bis arrival in the island 

to make the necessary arrangements for 



conducting the demonstration on February 
12th at the Jotephiaa Pool. 

This is the second time Dr. Kovoor i* 
winning money through his thirteen-yearold 
permanent challenge against persona who 
claim psychic, parapsychic, occuk and spiri- 
tuat powers, although he has not lost even 
one cent. The first was from Dr. G. Venkata 
Rao of Bang it ore for demonstrating the 
divine power? of the severs -year-old Sai 
Krishna of Pandavapura in Mysore, a protege 
of S a thy a Sai Baba of Puttapanhi, 

Uencral Secretary 

Slj Lanka Rationalist Association. 



PRIEST'S AVARICL Ra. 1.38 CRORES. 
RELIGION ITSI ACTION 

Income-tax authorities seized more than 
2,000 items made of diamonds, gold, emeralds, 
silver jewellery and cash worth Rs. L38 
crores from the residence of a temple 
priest and foir jewellers. It was the biggest 
seizure in the city so far. Ornament 
valued about Rs. 14 lakhs and cash amounting 

to Rs. 47.000 were also seized from premise! 
of four jewellers alleged to have formed a 
syndicate to purchase jewellery from the 
family of the pr-cst. 

Jewellery worth Rs. 40 lakhs belonging 
to the temp'e in which the priests are 
employed has not been seized as it belong* 
to a "trust'. 



■ 
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The items, seized in the three weeks 
search, include a gulab danf (leng-necked 
vessel for springing r^r, n m gold, set 
with emeralds, rubies and diamonds, spoons, 
tumbling and piates of gold, miniature 
elephants, houses, deers, peacocks and 
rtow, a I in gold with mina work and 
i ith diumond&. A hindola with :i 
sheath valued about Rs. 1 .35 lakhs was 
also seized A silver race course set and 
silver corses, mirrors with gold if. 
Icuja made Of go!d with nf.ua wwk and 
-let «i<h diamonds, rubies and emeralds 
inset wete seized. 



ommittee of K.R.A. took 
ter very seriously and requested the 
Governs prohibit public activities of 

such reli ligations. 

The Committee asked the Government 
to pass .1 bill by which Itaii il u i ion 
be taken I 'rairad who cheat 

thousands of ordinary gjllibles every day. 
U. Kalanatbao, General Sect silted 

the report and accounts. Mr. Edamaruku, 

M.TJ.K. and others participated in the 

discussions. 



A gold cradle worth Rs. 9.35 lakh 
miniature bathing gfcot in silver, a che.-;*i 
set made of gold and silver were also 

(Courtesy: Indiac Express, 11-2-77) 



iNTISCATF TEMPLi: GOLD 

Ths Slate Committee of Kerala Ratio. 
nakst As m which .net in rnakulam 

on 9-1 '77 under the pi of Dr. 

P.V. Velayudham Piltei. appealed to 
Government tc confiscate alt the idle 
in the form of gold amounting to more than 
Rs. 1,000/- crcres, in the Temples churches 
and mosques and to utilize it for the 
reconstruction and development of the nation- 

The communal organizations like RSS 

Jirruv. e istami 'are actively working 

under the guise of religious organizations 

ends. 
Seva Sangham, Sai s icnithi and 

KshctrapnaardilutBiPa Samithi arc some of uudei ihe Cluirmansiip of Mr, M.Y. Oalvi, 
the platforms misused by such elerae-its (Joint Editor of "LOKMAT", a Maiathi 



i HARGF AGAINST KARANJIA 

"Sas "Babt Exposure Committee" co 
tulcd undsr K.R.A. will ne'o Manayugarn* 
weekly in the case against R.K K 
editor of Blitz. Janayusam has char 

of liking Rs. 10 lath? as bribe from 
Sai R i supporting the latter in it* 

issues For this charge, Blitr has already 
served lepl notice to Jinayugam. 

The Commir ided to conduct five 

study camps at different centres in K 
in the su timer vacation. Tt h also decided 

late K.R.A. to I.R.A keeping 
autonomy 

— U. Kalanathan* Kadalundi 



'"HANORAPUR RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 

A meeting of the Rationalists of tfth 
held on lsth November. 1976 
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daily of Nagpur) and it was cecided to form Treasurer: 



the Chandra pur Rationalist Association with 
the following as Office Rearer* 

President ; 

Mm Prabhtvati MuthaJ 

Vice President . 

Mr N ft Nagp 

Mr. R.D. Dahiwade 

Joint Secretary : 

Vir. Rehtrn A/mi 

1 rca surer : 

Mr, B.S. Satan k 

Every Sunday a meeting of the ratio- 
nalists is being held ant: discussions find 
study classes arc being organized. Lectures 
are also delivered on Rejected subjects. 

— Udayabhanu, Chandra pur 



TROM BAY RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 

The fallowing have been elected as 

e Bearers and Managing Committee 

Members of the Trorn^' itiona'ist 
. ialiod . 

; J c ri t : 

K Thankappait 

Vice President : 
T.C, Thorn, 

General Secretary ; 
T. Unnikrishnan 

Joint Secretary 
P.C. Panicker 



M. Sagaran 

Joint Secietacy : 

C Parameswaran 

Members : 

K.P. Gangadttaran, 

V. Keshavan, 

M.D.Koshi, 

N. KxishnakuuiiiJ 



MADHVA PRADESH RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 

The following have been elected as 
Office Bearers, Governing body member* 
of the Mad by a Pradesh Rationalist Asso. 
elation. 

President : 

P. Pa.ru meswaran, M.A. 

Vice PrcMiIcul : 
R M, agarwal 

General Secretary : 

s.v.s. Nwr 

Joint Secretary : 
P. Diwakaran 

Treasurer : 

N Vasu Fillai 

Governing Body Members : 

P.K.K. Nair, 
v. Varugheae, 

Krishna Niiir, 
N.K. Narayanan, 
A. Khadar, 
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NIZAM ABAD DISTRICT RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 

An Association in the above name has 

betn formed with Headquarters ai Niiamftbad. 

P. Raja Oancflb the President of the 

L-iatioa. 



M v: Mil IPATNAM RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION 

A Rationalist Association ha> teen 
started at Machilipatcaro with Mr, K Sudha 
Bhasker as its Secretary. 



sioo they have also brought out a News 
Bulletin by name 'VBLUOU' in Telugu 
edited by Mr. Vyara, The following are 
the 'he Branch. 

•ot 

Suryacarayana Raju 

Presi d 

V Subba Raju 

Vice Presided) 
Vyara 

Secretary 

S.K. Mohan Rut: 



AMALAPURAM BRANCH OF IRA. 
A Branch of IRA. was inaugurated 
at Amalapuram on 10-2-77. on this Grea- 



test. Secretary 

K.* Haia Vidvu $ 

Treasurer 

P.R.L, Gupta 



A Christian : 

Priesi : 

Christian: 



CONFESSION n IN ADVANCE 

Next Sunday I may not be able to go over here 
as I have to participate in a robbery So t 
Father, can I 'confess' about il in advance ! 

I do not think there is any precedent For it. 

OK I will come Sun day after the next. 



THUS SPAKE UlTA 

Manager: How irresponsible you are? Don't you know 
I believe in results? 

Cierk : Sony Sir. I believe in the Gita, It enjoins us 
not to bother about results. 

Manuser : Oh, Krishna !! 
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book: review 



'* CONSPIRACY BEHIND COMMUNAL RIOTS 

by V. X, RAJSHEKAR SHETTY 



ti 



Mr. V. T. Rajshekar Shetty, the author 
Uic book needs nc introduction to cur 
readers. As the General Secretary ol the 
Karnataka Rational ists Association and * 
progres malist. his contributions have 

been regular, inierestins and thougkt- 

The present booklet of hardly 20 p 
on a topic of abiding interest to Indians is 
illuminating. The author ras analysed how 

poverty, ignorance and the strangle hold 3f 

itoliekm have retarded the progress of Mw . 
in fndia. He has emphasized that the vested 
interests in the Muslim Community viz., the 
rich people and the Mullahs nave kept the 
nasies, especially the Muslim women back- 
ward The game of the Congress party 
supporting the progressive Muslim? outside 
the country while pampering the conser- 
vatives md obscurantists amongst Indian 
rns Is brought out vividly. The con- 
tradictions of professions and practices with 
regard to secularism amongst the leaders are 
also empaasi^ed. While he has mercile 

■ad rghtly condemned the Jan Sungh U 

ihordinatine the interest of 95% ol 
Hindu population to that of the upp?r caste 
Hindus by creating the bogey of Muslim 

inatioa, he has. iu no uncertain terms 



pointed" i ji dial the ruling patty has no 
encouraged progressive Muslims. 

Asa ifiic intellectual; he baa come out 
with the bold siiggesiion that unless class 
struggle is wedded to caste struggle, the 
Muslim masses will not be liberated. Accor- 
ding to him. this U passible onl> when Lhe 

Lefl movement also take*; to a rationalist 
movement aimed at making the people scten- 
'ih<, minded. He has rightlv called upon the 
pronresaive Mi siirns la join hands with the 
Leftist parties and adopt a revolutionary peth 
radically departing from the past. His call is 
tqntH i to Muslim women and the 

Youth. He concludes that the hold of Mui 
must be broken and a reform of the Muslim 
Persona I aw must he given top priority. 

All rationalists should read this booklet 
10 understand the ramifications of /an Sangh 
tad the political, economic and psychological 
make up of the Indian Muslims. 

The bock-releasing function appeared to 
have heen a grand success. We congratulate 
the author ttm i New Bra Publishers. The 
hook is priced ar Re I 



Copies cttJi he had from IK a. 
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Letters 

( Continued from 3age JO) 

TKimtain a ward and prove the bona 
of . jring patients through pra\ 

If Dr. Ken fill, there is no 

need for dodara or hospitals. Has me 
iorrverted his dine into a prayer hall? 

Joshi Wadu, Bon 

SWEAR RY NATIONALISM ! 

Sir, 1 h*ve been observing for some tittle 

id attitudes of the R 
Association. What I fine lacking is, some 
active proposal for initiation. It Is maintained 
that one must go only by RL'.ASON. If this 
is so, then how many afthe rationalists will 
announce that they d« not recogniz* 



thing th;ii cannot be proved by reason 
For rpi>!ie I suggest that * for 

oath should be taken before a Jodfe 
registered as an affidavit. In the each one 
wil' have to renounce his faith pen 

in which he wa lercd he 

wtl cease lo belong to any religioa 
faith '.ii creed. 

You iiooujrc to the the 

nanu up 

i, and have become 

real Rat in action, 1 ggesting 

only an ounce or practice that will put all 

test Could iion be 

ihoi sr? 

IRLOSKAR, Belgaum 

(Mr. Kirlosk t the Vice-Pits I 

IRA n I'SN ~ welcome his guidance 
Ml 



RcuJ and subscribe 
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AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND AN APPEAL 

We are grateful to the follow in* for Their geteroue donations r- 

Mr. T.S. Sclvaraj, Madras r 5 

Well wisher ^ 8 

V1- B Dayanaad, Podanur r s 

Mr. K V. Bhushan Rao, Warran Rs ' 

M -. fodiravad&nai , Mad Ks 

M; Narayanan, Madras ft s 

Mr, S. Manchsriah, ECavali ^ N 

Mr. S. Ghosh, Delhi Rs 

Mr K. Veougopal Arabian Gulf Rs ' 

Ml ira Rao. Twin! K / 
ii Singh Pradan Sikkim 

R« 



1500 

5 00 
70 00 

6 00 
8<00 

7 00 
IfrOO 
2M0 

10000 
9-CM.l 

12-00 



Rs. 




T,u ll ' ea«M»t1> requeued to rush their donations. 

frcavurcr, Indian Rationalist Assoc 

NEW MEMBERS 

We tea ,n.- the roHowi ft MEMBERS to i.r.a. 

Membership IBvc 

Viembti 

U MA Rail 

:i.h;, Mem! 

M 

- 

—359 

6t> 

— ■■ 
365 

—369 

-24 
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Mi B Silarai 

Mr. C Srrcnu:isan 

Mr. R. L. Soni 

Mr K Manga Reddy 

Mr G S Rajan, B .A .. B.G.I 

Mr P V. Pratash. BA. 

Mr. P A. Kumar, M 

Mr. M. Rangaiah 

Mr. y, Venkaieswara Rao 

Mr J. S. Akartc, 9 . I 
Mr. R P Porohit, MA., LI 

Dr. V.Y. Kotc Reddy, fcSa, rVfl BBS 
rtandraraouli, M.B B 

Mi, V. Srihari Rao, L.M. 
Mr A. V Pasupathy 

Miss. \i. Sudha 

Mr. 



Nellorc lA.P.) 
Madras (Tamil na 
Chhindwala (M.P.) 
Trlaprofu (A .P. ) 
Madras uTamilnadu) 
Madras fTamiloadu) 

>rc (Karnataka) 

ipatri i a P. j 
lA.P.) 
Am a ra\ at hi (Maharashtra) 
Bliu.vr.ai (Maiarajhtra) 
Kandakur i \ p 
Wad] liloadu) 

Hyder 
Mad i 

Madras (Tamilnadu) 
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